Persuasive Writing Example: 1
On a visit to my local zoo, I was shocked at the appalling treatment of some of the animals I came across. One rhino had backed itself to the very edge of the cage, away from all the children who were screaming at it. He looked so sad and fed up that it bought a tear to my eye. The enclosure couldn’t have been bigger than the size of a small school hall and the lack of stimulation for the poor animal was heart-breaking. I may have imagined it but I could have sworn he looked right at me as if to say, “Please help me, please get me out of here.” I got quite cross with a rather rude little child standing next to me who was shouting at the dear rhino to turn around and do something funny. I mean, is that what these animals are in there for, as silly entertainment for us humans? 
Come and see the new baby giraffe! They don’t stay small for long! He will be the cutest thing you will see for a long time and he just loves having visitors. As part of our on-going conservation project, he will only remain here for a just a few weeks before he will settle in a new home across the country, making this a rare and limited time opportunity. 






Persuasive Writing Example: 2
The problem with zoos is that lots of them console their feelings of guilt by telling themselves that they are really doing these animals a favour by contributing towards the conservation of the species. The reality, however, is very different. Many of these animals that are bred in captivity never get to experience their true identity. They never get to roam around freely, making relationships and acting in a natural way. They are told what to eat, when to sleep, what to play with (if anything!) and how to act. They will never be released as they wouldn’t be able to survive for more than five minutes in the wild. So, the next time you see an animal in the zoo, please consider these points and DON’T be fooled by the signs telling you the zoo is keeping the animal contained for the better good because this is definitely not the case!
Some might say that zoos help the animal have a longer life BUT does longer necessarily mean BETTER? Ok, so the animal might have another few years on this planet, but you have to ask yourself: does it really want those extra years? Wouldn’t it be better to put it out of its misery sooner? In the wild, animals live life to the full every day, and, whilst I accept that this may mean they are subject to an early death by predators or disease, this still has to be better than sitting in a tiny cage having humans shout at you and having cameras flash at you all day, every day, doesn’t it? 

Persuasive Writing Example: 3
Can everyone afford a trip to Africa or the Arctic? I don’t think so. This is where zoos come into their own. Instead of having to pay thousands on flights and travel, the cost of the zoo is nothing AND you are at least guaranteed to see some animals. There have been stories where people have paid extraordinary amounts of money to go on safari and they haven’t even seen a bird! What a waste of money and time! Isn’t it better to have these animals in zoos around the county so they are accessible to everyone and not just the elite who can afford it? If someone has never seen a tiger in real-life, why would they bother donating money to save the tigers in the wild? However, once they have seen the beauty and majestic qualities a tiger has, by visiting a zoo, then they will surely be much more likely to donate in the shop or when they get home. Therefore, that one tiger in the zoo has helped save thousands of others in their natural habitats. 
Some endangered species in the wild find it almost impossible to find a mate as their species numbers are so small, making an already awful situation even worse. This is where zoos with a comprehensive conservation programme come into their own. Through these programmes, animals can be paired up with a suitable mate and they will go on to have strong babies that have a good chance of being released back into the wild. The animals remaining in the zoo lead a peaceful and contented life with a companion rather than having the gruelling struggle of trying the find a mate their whole life.


Persuasive Writing Example: 4
With so many animals’ natural habitats being destroyed by humans and natural disasters, where would all these animals go if it wasn’t for zoos? Zoos come in all shapes and sizes around the world and if they didn’t exist then, when disasters like a bush fire in Australia happened, all the wombats, wallabies and other wildlife would be left starving and homeless. Volunteers from local zoos search for and take in these vulnerable animals and make sure they have a warm home, suitable food and water. They are kept there until their habitat recovers or until another suitable place is found. Surely that is a better situation that leaving them to die of starvation?
Zoos have been around for hundreds of years and they are one of our country’s greatest treasures. It is hard to think of a better family day out with a good mixture of fun and education. If they were closed down, it would be the greatest shame that families of the future would never get to experience this. Plus what would happen to all of the animals in the zoos? Would they all be killed? Given away to horrid circuses? It’s not worth thinking about. 
Please give a generous donation today as your money will go towards the conservation and well-being of our animals in the zoo. Without your money we couldn’t do the work we do and we want the zoo to be open to future generations for years to come. It will be the best few pounds you will ever spend!


Persuasive Writing Example: 5
Most zoos are good zoos and do a lot of good things. A stimulating environment is provided which means the animal is never bored and the animals receive a better level of care and medical attention that a lot of humans do!
You can’t get rid of zoos, they have been around for hundreds of years and they make a great day trip for families. It wouldn’t be fair to future generations to get rid of them.
Zoos raise a LOT of money for the conservation of animals. People are much more likely to donate money to a species they have actually seen in real-life, rather than one they have just seen in a book. All that money then goes to good causes to help save more animals. So we get to see these animals and then the money we pay to see them helps more animals. It’s a win-win situation!
Do we really have the right to capture animals from the wild and keep them for our viewing pleasure in a cage? The poor things look so sad and bored; it is like a form of torture for them.






Persuasive Writing Example: 6
[bookmark: _GoBack]There is just one question you have to ask yourself, do the animals look happy? Really look into one of the animal’s eyes next time you visit the zoo and I think you will find the answer is NO. How can they be happy sitting around all day in a tiny enclosure having lots of children and adults staring at them, jeering at them, taking pictures of them with a blinding flash all day?
Lots of zoos breed extra baby animals because they know that more of the public will pay and will be more likely to visit the zoo to see baby animals rather than older ones. But what happens to the baby animals when they grow up and aren’t quite so cute? Well I’m afraid to say that quite often these animals are either given away to pet shops, petting zoos or, even worse, they are killed, simply because they have grown up and served their purpose! Shocking!
Without zoos, most of the world would never have seen a tiger or a lion in real life. Wouldn’t that be a shame? 




Persuasive Writing Example: 7
Most zoos have now realised that the public wants to see the animals in better enclosures. The average size of an elephant enclosure has almost tripled over the last few years and zoos have been providing not only more space but also a much more fulfilling and stimulating environment for these animals. Muddy lagoons with fountains are a realistic bathing pool just like the muddy rivers the elephants in the wild might enjoy.
A child who has seen a penguin in a zoo may then grow up to be an amazing scientist who then works to combat global warming! Zoos can be a great source of inspiration to show what our wonderful world has to offer and how we can help it be a better place. Not bad for a £8 entrance fee!
Make sure you come and visit our new baby orang-utan! She is the cutest, most adorable thing you will ever see. She absolutely loves meeting new people and this is really a once in a life-time opportunity! Orang-utans are one of the most endangered species and without projects like this, the only orang-utans the children of the future will see will be in a book. 



Persuasive Writing Example: 8
Zoos often have signs up saying they are helping to educate children about animals and their environments, but are they really teaching our children the right message? With animals cooped up in small un-stimulating enclosures, taken away from everything that is natural to them, and bored, aren’t we just showing children how not to look after animals?
Please give a generous donation today as your money will go towards the conservation and well-being of our animals in the zoo. Without your money we couldn’t do the work we do and we want the zoo to be open to future generations for years to come. It will be the best few pounds you will ever spend!






