
 

Reflect, Rewind and Replay 
Consolidate Learning and Perform - Year 4 

 

Step 2 
 

Classical music 
The term 'Classical music' has come to be known as a term for music that spans the 
course of hundreds of years, including all Western music from Medieval Church music, to 
Stravinsky, to the current day. 

It is music that has been composed by musicians who are trained in notating their 
compositions so that other musicians can play them. 

Many people are unaware that Classical music is still being composed today, although it 
is very different from what was created several hundred years ago. 

Classical music differs from  Pop music  because it is not made just to be popular for a 
short time or just to be a commercial success. It is different from  Folk music , which 
belongs to the people who want to perform it and passed to future  generations  by 
listening and copying. 

Breadth of listening across ALL genres and styles of music is so important. Children need 
to understand where music fits into history and to listen to its great composers and 
musicians. Listening, knowledge and understanding will inform and guide their future 
listening. 

The only way to understand music is to listen to it. There is a whole world of sound 
waiting to be discovered. 

1. Listen and Appraise  

Reflect 
Listen to The Arrival Of The Queen Of Sheba by George Frideric Handel premiered in 
1749 - Baroque period. (See Periods of Classical Music document in the History of Music 
folder on the unit page.) Stand or sit to find the pulse or just listen to the music. 
 
Use this opportunity to familiarise and build on musical vocabulary. Discuss the music 
and what you can hear in it. 
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The following questions can be seen on-screen: 

“What can you hear?” 
Encourage the children to verbalise their responses to the music. Build upon knowledge 
from previous units using correct musical vocabulary and terminology. Focus the 
discussion around instruments, texture, tempo and the other interrelated dimensions of 
music.  
 

“How does the music make you feel?” 

Everybody will feel differently. Music brings many emotions along with it and often each 
person feels something different. Perhaps share with each other how the music makes 
you feel. 

“How old do you think this music is?” 

Ask the children then click on the History tab on the screen to see where this piece fits in 
time. The Arrival Of The Queen Of Sheba by George Frideric Handel was premiered in 
1749 - Baroque Period. (see Periods of Classical Music document in the History of Music 
folder). 

“Does the music tell a story?” 

Use your imaginations, remember that music can send your imagination flying. Also, see 
‘Fast Facts’. 

“Do you like the music?” 
It doesn’t matter if the children do or don’t, there is no correct answer to this question 
and they might change their minds as the unit progresses. Use the question to start a 
creative discussion!  

Fast facts 

The composer 

● George Frideric Handel was born on the 23rd of February 1685, the same year as 
Bach, in Halle, Germany. 

● His father was a barber and a surgeon. He started playing the harpsichord and the 
organ when he was very young and he used to practise it in the attic where his 
father could not hear him. At the age of nine he was already composing. He 
learned the organ, harpsichord and violin as well as composition and harmony. 
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The music 

● An oratorio is a piece of music for orchestra, choir and solo singers. It usually tells 
a story from the Old Testament of the Bible. An oratorio may be about two hours 
long: a whole concert. It is rather like an opera, but whereas an opera is acted out 
in costume on a stage, an oratorio is sung and played in a concert hall or church. 
The oratorio as we know it was created in the 18th century. The words were 
normally in the composer’s own language, not in Italian like most operas were at 
that time. 

● The Arrival Of The Queen Of Sheba is a piece for two oboes and strings that 
premiered in London on 17 March, 1749. It is the first scene of Act III in the oratorio 
Solomon. Solomon is one of the last of Handel’s many oratorios and is rarely 
performed in its entirety, but Handel’s bright and lively The Arrival Of The Queen 
Of Sheba interlude is a widely appreciated processional set piece. It was often 
played (and it continues to be) during wedding ceremonies. It was performed 
during the opening ceremonies of the London 2012 Olympic Games. 

The story 

● Solomon is based on biblical stories from 1st Kings and 2nd Chronicles, and this 
piece takes place when the Queen of Sheba comes to visit the King, seeking his 
wisdom. 

● Handel’s father did not want him to study music; he wanted him to be a lawyer. 
Although Handel's father died in 1697, Handel enrolled at the  Martin Luther 
University of Halle-Wittenberg  i n 1702. He studied law for a year bec ause his father 
wanted him to do so. After that year, Handel was unhappy studying law. He 
decided to stop studying law and become a musician. He became organist at the 
Protestant Cathedral in Halle. The next year he moved to Hamburg where he got a 
job as violinist and harpsichordist in the orchestra of the opera house.  

 
Interesting extras 

● Handel was the Kapellmeister (person in charge of music) for George, Elector of 
Hanover. This ‘George’ became George I, King of England. So Handel became the 
official composer for the king. 

● Zadok The Priest was written for the coronation of George II in 1727. It has been 
used at every British coronation ever since. 

● Music For The Royal Fireworks was written to go with a fireworks display. 

● Water Music was written to be played on a boat as the king travelled along the 
River Thames in London. 
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● This is what Beethoven said about Handel: “He is the greatest composer that ever 
lived. I would uncover my head and kneel before his tomb.” 

 
History 
Look at the on-screen diagram to see where this piece of music sits in history, time and 
space. 

Rewind and Listen Out! 
A listening activity to remember instruments and their sounds. 

Using the on-screen listening tool, play the musical extract; you will all have heard it 
earlier in the year. Ask the children if they have heard it before.  

You will be asked the question: 
“Which of the following can you hear in this musical extract?” 
Listen to the extract and name the instruments/voices that you can hear. Click on the 
instruments you see in the pictures to hear their sounds. This will  help the children 
familiarise themselves with different instruments and voices. 
 

1. Press the play button to listen to the musical extract.  
2. Listen to an example of each instrument or voice by pressing the play button on 

each picture.  
3. Select the instruments that you think are correct and press submit! You will see 

which instruments you guessed correctly. 

 
The extract you will hear is Can’t Stop The Feeling! by Justin Timberlake. The answer to 
the question is: male voice, male backing voices, synthesizer, bass, drums, electric guitar. 

Reflect 

Composers and Composition 
 

A. Watch the video “When did you start composing?” (About the composer - Zoe 
Dixon.) 

B. Watch the video “Tell us about one of the most exciting musical experiences you 
have had.” (About the composer - Zoe Dixon.) 

C. For more information, video and activities about Zoe Dixon please go to 
‘Collaborations’ and then ‘Friday Afternoons 2014’ on the Charanga site. 
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2. Musical Activities 
There are a lot of activities here so please do not worry if you don’t do them all. 

Composition activity using the Music Explorer resource 
The on-screen Music Explorer composition resource will guide you through the following 
options: 

● Option 1 : A way into composition with your class using glockenspiels and/or 
recorders. 

● Option 2 : A more differentiated approach to composition in groups using a mix of 
classroom and band/orchestral instruments. For this approach please use the 
Music Explorer tool in the Freestyle view in the Creative Apps section. 

Option 1 

● Select ‘3-note set’  to begin (use more notes as you progress or for a differentiated 
approach). 

● Select a backing track. 

● Select a view to get started - select ‘Pulse’. 

● Click play then find the pulse together as a class. 

● Select the button next to the heart button near the bottom of the screen. This 
button is the Rhythm Grid button. This will bring up eight empty bars on the 
screen. You can fill in those bars together. Drag and drop four 1’s into the first bar 
and one 1 into the second bar. Repeat this onto the next three lines and click play. 
Clap along together. 

● Select the button next to the Rhythm Grid button which has three notes on it. This 
button is the Rhythm Notation button and when you click on this, the rhythm you 
created as a class will turn into rhythmic notation. 

● Select the button next to the Rhythm Notation button. This button is the Note Grid 
button and the rhythm will turn into pitch. You have chosen the 3-note set so only 
have the choice of those notes only.   Click on the notes and the pitch will change. 
Start with the first note and end with that same note (this is your ‘home’ note). Start 
to drag and drop simple rhythm blocks into the bars and then decide upon the 
pitches. 

● Select the button to the right of the Note Grid button. This button is the Notation 
with Note-names button, and your composition will become formal notation with 
the note-names written underneath for you all to play! Well done! 

● If you select the final button this is the Notation button. Click this and the note 
names will disappear! 

● Perform this together. 
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Option 2 

● Work in groups. 

● Select the appropriate note set to suit your instrumental group. 

● Select a view to get started - you decide. 

● Progress to creating an 8-bar composition for your group to play with block. 
notation or formal notation, it’s up to you. 

● Perform to the class. 

Rhythm Grid work  
Have fun as a class or in groups, creating your own rhythms and clapping or playing them 
back.  

a. Choose a time signature 
b. Click on ‘options’ to choose a backing, a preset and/or blobs, notes or symbols 
c. Drag and drop your chosen blobs/notes/symbols into the grid 
d. Play the track 
e. Clap the rhythm  
f. You can listen to your rhythm 
g. You can ‘shuffle’ your rhythm 
h. You can turn the grid 

The Language of Music  
Music has its own language which you will get familiar with over time. Watch the cartoons 
and videos to embed your learning. 

Rewind and Replay (Revision) 
Revisit any of the songs or activities from this year. 

 

3. Perform/Share  

Replay 
Prepare for a performance of songs and activities from the year.  
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