Polar Bears
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	Polar Bear Facts
Polar bears are mammals
They live from 25-30 years
They can weigh 410kg-720kg
Some can grow to 2.5m long

	Polar bears live mainly in the Artic where they are surrounded by ice and snow. They are very strong swimmers as they have slightly webbed front paws, which act as paddles. This is a useful tool for the polar bears as much of their food is caught from the seas. They also travel to different parts of the artic to source more food by swimming long distances. When they get weary they have been known to climb on top of a sheet of ice and use it as a float to get to another piece of land! 
Polar bears have a very thick coat of insulated fur, which covers a layer of fat. This keeps the bears warm in the freezing temperatures they live in. The fur even grows on the bottom of their paws to protect them from the snow they walk on and it also provides a bit of grip to stop them sliding on the ice. Their fur gives the bear an excellent camouflage against the white snow, although under their fur they have black skin. This is to help them soak up the sun’s rays and keep their bodies warmer. 
 A polar bear’s main diet is seals and they hunt them by lying very still and waiting for the seals to come up for air.  




Polar Bears

	Polar bears are located predominantly in the Arctic, although they can be found in small numbers across other areas of the globe. There are between 25,000 to 40,000 roaming the Arctic. 
They may seem cuddly but polar bears are one of the world’s largest predators and some males can grow up to 10 feet tall when standing on their hind legs. Their main diet is seals and they often wait silently by a seal’s breathing hole waiting for the seal to take a breath. It has jagged teeth which are very effective at killing its prey quickly and easily.
Contrary to popular belief a polar bear’s fur is not actually white, it just appears white. Each fur follicle is a clear hollow tube that reflects the light. However, it provides the polar bar with excellent camouflage against the white snow.  Polar bear fur also not as soft as we may think, it is oily and water repellent. The hairs do not mat or tangle when the polar bear gets wet. This allows them to shake the water and ice off their fur the minute they depart the water. 
Because the polar bear spends a lot of time in the water, they have become competent swimmers over time. Their front paws are slightly webbed and act as paddles. Their paw pads are rough and hairy to stop them slipping on the ice and snow. 
	Fun Facts
* Polar bears are mammals

*Climate change is the biggest threat to polar bears

*Polar bears actually have black skins and colourless hair

*Polar bears clean by rolling in snow

*Polar bears can smell a seal from 1km away.
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