




T.S. Eliot (1888 – 1965)

• Thomas Stearns Eliot was a British-American 
poet and writer. 

• He was born in the USA but moved to England 
when he was 25. 

• His most famous work of children’s literature 
is his collection of cat poems, known as Old 
Possum’s Book of Practical Cats.



Growltiger’s Last Stand







Jellicle Cats







Your Assignment

• In both these poems, the poet uses 
personification – giving the cats human traits.

• Choose an animal (your pet?) and describe its 
traits/character.

• You could think of an anecdote about your 
animal, or do a day in the life.

• You could use rhyme like T.S. Eliot.



Questions to answer.

• What does the animal do?

• Why do you like it?

• What could you compare it to?

• Can you think of a funny anecdote?

• Find a photo of your animal that ‘sums it up’.




