




T.S. Eliot (1888 – 1965)

• T.S. Eliot was a British-American poet and 
writer. 

• He was born in the USA but moved to England 
when he was 25. 

• His most famous work of children’s literature 
is his collection of cat poems, known as Old 
Possum’s Book of Practical Cats.



The Naming of Cats
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Questions to answer.

• What does the animal do?

• Why do you like it?

• What could you compare it to?

• Can you think of a funny anecdote?

• Find a photo of your animal that ‘sums it up’.



Your Assignment

• In both these poems, the poet uses 
personification – giving the cats human traits.

• Choose an animal (your pet?) and describe its 
traits/character.

• You could think of an anecdote about your 
animal, or do a day in the life.

• You could use rhyme like T.S. Eliot.





The Woodysaurus Rex
In the morning, he wakes up, after a ten hour nap. I still don’t 
know what he loves more, food or walkies (definitely not me). 
On the park, his football skills impress some passing kids, who 
think he is the dog equivalent of Ronaldo or Messi (Dog 
Messi?). The Woodysaurus Rex ignores them – he doesn’t 
really like children!
Whenever he receives a new toy, rather than appreciating it, 
he decides he is going to tear it to shreds straightaway. Like a 
velociraptor in the tall grass, he stalks the poor stuffed toy, 
before pouncing and sinking his teeth in. The toy lets out one 
final squeak.
The Woodysaurus Rex thinks he is tough, but he has a sworn 
enemy, a nemesis, his very own Kryptonite – the mighty frying 
pan. One sight if this deadly kitchen utensil sends the 
frightened pooch to the safety of his bed. Here, he will fall 
asleep, ready to do it all again the next day. 


