Spiritual Development

Opportunities for spiritual development are presented or naturally arise, and are promoted in all aspects of
the curriculum and school life as the children become actively engaged in an enquiry based curriculum which
provides a wide range of experiential learning opportunities that enables them to question, consider, reflect
and respond, and consider their own values, beliefs and feelings and those of others, with whom they are
working alongside or with.

Outlined below are some of the key ways in which spiritual development is nurtured and
promoted as part of the curriculum:

In Physical Education:

e Being a feam member.

e Pushingyourself to the limits.

e Extremes of skill, endurance and achievement.
e Emotion insport.

e Personal limitation and failure.

e Appreciation of perfection.

e Sportsmanship.

In Design and Technology:

e Discovering how something works.
e Appreciating genius.
e Beauty in design.
e Perseverance to solve problems.
e Personal achievement.
e Learning from others and nature.
In English: .
e Empathy with authors and the characters in stories and plays.
e The appreciation of beauty in language.
e Emotions and sentiments in writing and speech.
e The values of great works.
e Heroes and heroines in literature.
¢ Imagining oneself as someone else.
e Escaping into other worlds through literature.
¢ Theelement of wonder in literature.

In Mathematics:

¢ Infinity and nothing.

e Pattern and order.

e Shape and regularity.

e Truth, certainty and likelihood.

e The universality of mathematics over time and space.
e The wonder of numbers, formulae and equations.



In Science:

e Wonder as the basis of science.

¢ Questions of beginning, creation and evolution.
e Discovering the limits of experimentation.

e Birth, life, death and renewal.

e The universe and beyond.

e Regularity and order inscience.

e Beliefs in science and the faith of scientists.

e Theimpact of scientific achievements.

In Computing:

e The wonder of worldwide instant communication.
e The speed of the growth of knowledge.
e Theaccessibility of knowledge and contact with other people worldwide.

In the Creative Arts (Art, Music, Drama and Dance):

e The work of creative artists from a variety of times and places.

Beauty, fruth and goodness.

Expressing, interpreting and exploring deep feelings and profound beliefs.
Artistic creativity.

The effects of the arts on emotions and senses.

The arts as means of expressing mood.

Skill in creation and performance, and particularly in personal reflection upon theirown creativity
using various art forms.

Effects on the emotions and senses.

Personal response and preference.

Mood.

Skill.

Pattern.

Formulae.

In Geography:

e Wonder at the diversity of environments and people.
e Questions about the care of the environment.

e The beliefs behind particular causes and campaigns.
e World (economic) development.

e Land formation.

e Empathy with people from other parts of the world.

In History:

e Being in touch with past people, things and ideas.

e Being part of history.

e Handling artifacts.

¢ Influential events and people.

e The commitment of significant people in history.

e War and peace.

o Interpretation in history.

e The nature and importance of invention and exploration.
e Empathy with people from other times in history.



In Religious Education:

o People, places, things, books, actions and ideas held by religious believers to be holy.
e Ultimate questions of meaning and purpose.

e TIdeas of the divine/questions of God.

e Forms of worship.

e Use of music, art and drama to express beliefs.

e Varieties of beliefs, celebrations and rituals.

e TIdeas of commitment and belonging to groups and institutions.

e The idea of mystery and questions with no clear answers.

In Collective Worship:

e Opportunities for reflection and response are planned into worship.

e Stillness.

e Personal and collective beliefs are respected.

¢ Sharing and celebrating common beliefs.

e Celebrating success.

¢ Sharing happiness, sorrow, hurt, excitement, anticipation, fear, etc.

e Common activities such as singing, listening, laughing, praying, reflecting on atheme.
e Remembering and celebrating the lives of people of spiritual significance.

e Emphasising common purpose and values.

e Expressing emotions.



