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The king of Denmark is dead and his brother, Claudius, has become king instead of Prince Hamlet. Claudius then marries Hamlet’s widowed mother, Gertrude. 
There are reports of a ghost in the castle. Hamlet is at university and still mourns his father’s death. However, hearing of the ghost from his friend Horatio, he is determined to see it for himself. The ghost appears to Hamlet – it is the ghost of his father, the late king - and it tells him that he was murdered by his own brother Claudius. Prince Hamlet swears vengeance and his friends are sworn to secrecy.
Some actors, former student friends of Hamlet, are summoned by King Claudius. Hamlet knows these actors well and they rehearse together before arranging to present Hamlet’s choice of play before the king and queen, which will include scenes about Hamlet’s father’s murder. At the performance, Hamlet watches closely as Claudius is provoked into interrupting the play and storming out. Hamlet is summoned by his mother and, on the way he spares Claudius’ life, whom he sees kneeling, attempting to pray. To kill him while he is praying would send his soul to heaven rather than to the hell he deserves.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Hamlet heads to the graveyard. However, he is suddenly wounded by Claudius’ guards. Hamlet, before he dies, kills Claudius, and Horatio is left to explain the truth to the new king, Fortinbras.
Famous quotes:
“To be or not to be, that is the question.”
“Listen to many, speak to a few.”
“For in that sleep of death, what dreams may come.”
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