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The play takes place during the Wars of the Roses between the houses of York and Lancaster.
Richard, Duke of Gloucester, is determined to gain the crown of England from his brother, King Edward IV. He has already organised the murder of his other brother George, whom he had drowned in a barrel of wine.
The King suddenly becomes ill. Richard places the King’s sons, two young princes, in the Tower of London. The King then dies and Richard is proclaimed the new king. The young princes are then found murdered in the Tower. 
King Edward’s widow, fearing for her life, flees. The Duke of Buckingham is suspicious of Richard’s role in the murder of the young princes. He tries to raise an army against Richard but he is captured and executed. To secure his position, Richard plans to marry Edward IV’s daughter, Elizabeth of York (his own niece!)
Henry Tudor, a young Welshman and the last of the house of Lancaster, makes war with Richard. They meet at Bosworth Field. Many people join Henry’s army against Richard. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]On the eve of the battle, Richard is haunted by the ghosts of all his victims. He is killed in the battle and Henry Tudor succeeds him as king, becoming Henry VII of England. The play ends with him uniting the warring houses by marrying Elizabeth of York, ending the Wars of the Roses and bringing peace to England. 
Famous quotes:
“Now is the winter of our discontent.”
“A horse! A horse! My kingdom for a horse!”
“The wise and young, they do never live long.”
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