
“Hope” is the thing with feathers - 

That perches in the soul - 

And sings the tune without the words - 

And never stops - at all - 
 

And sweetest - in the Gale - is heard - 

And sore must be the storm - 

That could bash that little Bird 

That kept so many warm - 
 

I’ve heard it in the chillest land - 

And on the strangest Sea - 

Yet never have I heard it ask, 

For even a crumb off me. 
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• An abstract noun is the name of something that can’t 
be touched – it is usually a feeling or an idea 
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What might hope look like? 

• In the poem, Emily Dickinson thinks Hope is a bird  

   (a metaphor for hope)   

• It perches in the soul and never stops singing  

  (hope lives inside all of us) 

• Even in a storm (hard times) the bird keeps singing  

  (there is always hope) 

• She ends the poem by saying that it never asks for anything in 
return (personification) 



What might that bird of hope look like? 

 



Hope 

 



Death 

 



Liberty 

 



Justice 

 



Greed 



Choose your own abstract noun and draw what it 
might look like. 

 


